
  

Who is eligible to par/cipate in the health study? 
Anyone who has ever lived in the zip codes 
14072, 14150, 14207, 14217, 14223

What is the purpose of the Health Study? 

To assess the impact of Tonawanda Coke on 
the community, due to its repeated violations of 
their emission permits and violation of the 
Clean Air Act. It will identify at-risk populations 
for adverse health effects as well as potential 
pathways of exposure.

What will be learned from the Health Study? 

The Health Study will seek to evaluate 
pathways of exposure to pollutants generated 
by Tonawanda Coke as well as examining the 
prevalence of certain health condition to 
evaluate the true impact or correlation of 
environmental pollution generated by 
Tonawanda Coke and the likelihood of 
residents to exhibit characteristics of a 
particular health condition. 

Can I s/ll par/cipate in the Health Study? 

Yes.  The initial survey can be filled out online, 
or you can request a paper copy.  If you have 
already filled out the initial survey, you will be 
contacted with follow-up surveys over the next 
few years, and you may also have the chance 
to provide blood, saliva or urine specimens. 

What is next in the Health Study? 

The Health Study is currently working on 
analyzing the data from the initial survey.  We 
are also collecting biospecimins from survey 
participants.  Follow-up surveys will be 
collected in the future. 

What methods are being used in the Health 
Study? 
Epidemiology, GIS, Public Health Science, 
Chemistry, Air Pollution dispersion modeling.

What is air pollu/on? 
Air pollution is a mixture of solid particles and 
gases in the air. Car emissions, chemicals from 
factories, dust, pollen and mold spores may be 
suspended as particles.

https://medlineplus.gov/airpollution.html 

Particle pollution includes:
• PM10 : inhalable particles, with 

diameters that are generally 10 
micrometers and smaller; and

• PM2.5 : fine inhalable particles, with 
diameters that are generally 2.5 
micrometers and smaller.

https://www.epa.gov/pm-pollution/particulate-
matter-pm-basics#PM 

What is coke? 

Coke is a grey, hard, and porous fuel with a 
high carbon content and few impurities, made by 
heating coal or oil in the absence of air. It is an 
important industrial product, used mainly in iron 
ore smelting, but also as a fuel 
in stoves and forges when air pollution is a concern. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coke_(fuel) 
The substances removed when converting coal 
to coke are “coke waste” which is the source of 
the contamination from Tonawanda Coke.

Why does the survey ask for my residen/al 
history? 

Your residential history helps us understand 
what sources of environmental contamination 
you have lived near over the course of your 
lifetime, which helps assess risk. Often 
exposure to pollution and observance of effects 
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is often not immediate – there is typically a 
length of time between environmental pollution 
exposure and the appearance of a health 
condition.  This period is known as a latency 
period. The time needed to observe these 
effects is affected by the amount of exposure.

Why does the survey ask about my health history? 

Although environmental pollution is one factor 
that may influence whether a particular health 
condition is expressed, there are often 
counfouning factors and conditions that may 
affect the likelihood of a person developing a 
particular health condition. 

How will par/cipa/ng in the Health Study benefit 
me? 

By participating in the health study and 
providing  researchers with the information 
requested, as a resident in the study area you 
will know more about the amount of 
contamination and the environmental health of 
your community, as well as have a better 
understanding of potential exposure pathways 
and if anything of concern is found, ways to 
limit exposure to potentially harmful 
contaminants. 

How can I see the results of the Health Study? 

Future environmental community meetings will 
be planned and talks given to share our results 
with the community.  In addition, interested 
community members can get involved in the 
following ways:

Community Advisory Committee – a small 
group of individuals who meet regularly 
(currently every other month) to look at 
preliminary results and address issues of 
transparency with the community.

Attend any of the presentations given by the 
team outreach members to learn about the 
study

Visit our website or facebook page to get 
updates on the study.

How is my privacy protected? 

 
A detailed plan was given to the Internal 
Review Board (IRB.)  This is a board of 
professionals and community members 
involved in human-based research at the 
university.  They have reviewed our outreach 
plan and taken all necessary precautions to 
protect identifying information of participants in 
the study.

If air pollu/on is found in my area, is this why I am 
having health problems? 
There are many factors that influence whether 
a person will develop a particular health 
condition.  Therefore results will show what 
impact environmental pollution may have, 
however it is not the only reason.  Things like 
lifestyle characteristics such as smoking, 
drinking and occupation as well as genetics 
often play a role.  The results of the study will 
only give you the environmental portion of this 
puzzle. 

How are resources selected for the database? 

Resources selected to be in the database have 
gone through a rigorous peer  review process 
as well as coming from well maintained and 
respected sources such as the EPA and NYS-
DEC. In addition, more details can be found in 
the decision tree posted to the resource 
subcommittee page.  

Other resources: 
website:  https://ehstudy.buffalo.edu/ 

Resource Subcommittee: https://
ehstudy.buffalo.edu/ehresources/resource-
subcommittee 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
ubehstudy
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